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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, | was unable to
have my votes recorded on the House floor
from January 6 through January 10, 2020 due
to a family matter.

Had | been present, | would have supported
the final passage of all bills and resolutions
considered on the floor. | strongly supported
the passage of H.R. 535, the PFAS Action
Act. PFAS pose a critical threat to human
health, and | was proud my amendment,
which would promote resources for private
well water testing and treatment, was included
in the bill. Wisconsinites deserve clean drink-
ing water, and | am proud the House of Rep-
resentatives is taking steps to address PFAS
contamination across the country.

| also strongly supported the passage of H.
Con. Res. 83. This resolution sends a clear
message to this Administration, our men and
women in uniform, and all Americans: we will
not go into another war without the President
making the case to the American people and
seeking approval from Congress.

———

CELEBRATING BETTER MADE’S 90
YEARS OF BUSINESS—THE
SNACK OF DETROIT

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to Better Made, a snack foods manu-
facturer based in Detroit, Michigan.

Founded in 1930 by Sicilian immigrants
Cross Moceri and Peter Cirpriano, Better
Made produces a wide array of snack foods
beloved throughout metropolitan Detroit and
Michigan. Its founders set out to make a better
potato chip, the genesis of the Better Made
brand name. The company has grown from its
humble beginnings, one of countless small
manufacturers of potato chips that sprang up
during the Great Depression. Better Made’s
most popular product is still made from pota-
toes harvested primarily from Michigan, using
upwards of fifty million pounds of potatoes an-
nually.

Better Made, a true American success story,
embodies Detroit’s spirit of tenacity. As a De-
troiter, growing up you did not think about a
potato chip without thinking about Better Made
chips. That remains true to this day. Better
Made is a staple to many in Southeast Michi-
gan and those who are hundreds of miles
away. It's surely at the top of the list of items
put in care packages sent from the Detroit
area.

Please join me in celebrating Better Made’s
longevity.

KOREAN AMERICAN DAY 2020

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, as the rep-
resentative of Queens, where so many Korean
Americans call home, | wish everyone a
Happy Korean American Day. New York State
has the second largest number of Korean
Americans in the country. Every day in
Queens, | see the vibrant influence of Korean
Americans in my congressional district.

Over 117 years ago, Koreans arrived on our
U.S. shores. Since then, Korean Americans
have enriched every facet of American history,
culture, and cuisine. Whether in the entertain-
ment industry or academia; whether in medi-
cine or public service—Korean Americans
have made and continue to make immeas-
urable contributions to this nation.

In fact, over 70 years ago, a Korean Amer-
ican became the first Asian American to win
an Olympic gold medal, and later became the
first American to win back-to-back Olympic
gold medals in platform diving. Since the
116th Congress, we have the first Korean
American Democratic Member of Congress.
We also now have the first Korean American
NASA astronaut. And in January 2019, | was
proud that Jin Park, the first Dreamer Rhodes
Scholar and one of my constituents, joined me
as my guest at the State of the Union Ad-
dress.

Fighting for issues that matter to Korean
Americans is a personal one. After all, half of
my family are Korean American; my two boys
are half-Korean American. Even as we cele-
brate the admirable history, contributions, and
of course the incredible foods of Korean
Americans, we cannot ignore the critical
issues like human rights, immigration, health
care, and education, which impact Korean
Americans.

On human rights, | introduced the H.R.
1771, the Divided Families Reunification Act,
which would require the U.S. Secretary of
State and the U.S. Special Envoy on North
Korea Human Rights Issues to prioritize help-
ing Korean American families reunite with fam-
ily members in North Korea. The Korean War
was a heart wrenching event that not only split
the peninsula in two, it tore families apart. |
am thrilled this bill passed out of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee in October 2019,
and it is now awaiting consideration before the
full House of Representatives.

On immigration, Koreans make up the high-
est number of Dreamers from non-Latin Amer-
ican countries. | am fighting for a path to citi-
zenship for those individuals, including Korean
Dreamers, who have known this country as
their only home. In June 2019, | was proud to
cosponsor and vote for the House passage of
H.R. 6—the American Dream and Promise Act
of 2019, which would finally provide a pathway
to citizenship for Dreamers like Jin Park.

| am also proud to cosponsor the Adoptee
Citizenship Act of 2019, which would close the

loophole in the 2000 Child Citizenship Act.
Today, there are 35,000 adult international
adoptees who are in the U.S. without citizen-
ship and are at risk of deportation. This in-
cludes thousands of Korean adoptees who are
undocumented in New York.

On health, while Asian Americans only
make up 6 percent of the U.S. population, our
community makes up more than 50 percent of
hepatitis B virus cases in the nation. This is a
tragedy. That is why, as Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Hepatitis Caucus, | secured almost
$40 million in federal funds for the CDC’s Divi-
sion of Viral Hepatitis to eliminate this deadly
disease.

On education, over 40 percent of Asian
Americans are in community colleges. That is
why | introduced the Community College Stu-
dent Success Act which would improve grad-
uation rates at under-resourced public commu-
nity colleges with high percentages of low-in-
come and minority students. And in the most
recent federal funding bill that was signed into
law, | secured nearly $4.5 million grant funding
for institutions that have a significant number
of Asian American students. After all, every-
one deserves their best chance at a quality
education, no matter their background.

Madam Speaker, on these and so many
other important issues, it is important to recog-
nize and continue the fight. | am excited to
celebrate Korean American Day with all the
Korean Americans in Queens, and across our
nation.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HEROIC
ACTIONS OF ESTANISLADO
“TONY” CASTRO III

HON. BRYAN STEIL

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 13, 2020

Mr. STEIL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Tony Castro of Mukwonago, Wis-
consin for his heroic actions.

While Tony and his wife were driving in
Mukwonago on December 26, 2019, Tony no-
ticed that there was an unattended bicycle on
the corner. He then immediately noticed two
children screaming for help in the middle of an
icy pond.

Tony jumped out of the car and ran to the
edge of the water. He began to calm the chil-
dren down. 911 was called and Tony let the
children know that help was on the way. The
children were struggling in the icy water and
Tony continued to coach them through how to
stay above water.

While his wife, Danielle, ran back to their
house to grab a rope, Tony stayed with the
children. When Danielle returned, she saw
that Tony and a Mukwonago police officer had
jumped into the pond to rescue the children.
Tony was in water up to his neck and was
warning the police officer that the bottom of
the pond was slick with a steep drop off.
Danielle had found an extension cord at their
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